
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Massachusetts Com m ission on the Status of Wom en 
 

in Collab oration with 
Boston Wom en’s Com m ission,  

Cam b rid g e Com m ission on the Status of Wom en,  
Som erville Com m ission for Wom en, and   
The Girls’ Coalition of Greater Boston 

 
Boston Pub lic Hearing on Girls’ Issues 

 
REPO RT 

 
 

On Thursday, March 15, 2001, 
the Massachusetts Com m ission on the Status of W om en  

held its first public hearing for girls 
at Roxbury Com m unity Colleg e in Roxbury, Massachusetts. 
It was the fifth hearing in an ong oing series of public hearings. 

 
The purpose of this hearing was to listen to the concerns of 

young wom en and girls in the Greater Boston area. 
 

The Com m ission hopes that the com m ents, feed b a ck, and input of the  
Participants will help us a d dress som e of the m ost pressing 
 concerns facing young wom en and girls in our state. 
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Kim b erly Mosb y, Te en Voices 
Hila d ia  Nueta-Rend on, EDC 

Haim onot N e g use, Youth Voice Colla b orative 
Rub ia Reyes, Latino He alth Institute 

Laura Rice, Big  Sister Association of Gre ater Boston 
Laurie Rob inson, O ffic e on W om en’s He alth, NECON Task Force 

Tra c ey Rog ers, Fenway Com m unity He alth 
Shiphrah Rosenb erg , Hyd e Park Com m unity Center 

Liz Salom on, Fenway Com m unity He alth 
Em ily Salway, W ellesley Stud ents Ag a inst Destructive Decisions 

Kenyatta Saund ers, Te ens N etworking  Te ens, RMSC 
Jessica Schoeng old , Patriots’ Trail Girls Scouts Council 

Mary Sm oyer, Boston W om en’s Herita g e Trail 
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O pening Rem arks 
 
Introd uction b y Marie Turley, Executive Director 
Boston W om en’s Com m ission 
Ms. Turley b e g a n b y thanking  the aud ienc e for com ing  to the he aring . She recog nize d  
and  a cknowle d g e d  the org a nizers from  the Girls’ Coalition of Gre ater Boston, the 
W om en’s Com m issions of Boston, Ca m b rid g e and  Som erville, as well as the 
M assachusetts Com m ission on the Status of W om en. She also introd uce d  
Com m issioner Menino. 
 
 
Welcom e b y Com m issioner Ang ela Menino 
Massa chusetts Com m ission on the Status of W om en 
Com m issioner Menino officially welcom e d  everyone on b e half of herself and  M ayor 
Thom as M. Menino. She also recog nize d  the Girls’ Coalition of Gre ater Boston and  the 
W om en’s Com m issions of Boston, Ca m b rid g e and  Som erville and  thanke d  the m for 
colla b orating  with the Massachusetts Com m ission on the Status of W om en in 
org a nizing  the he aring . Com m issioner Menino explaine d  that a report would  b e 
com pile d  and  d istrib ute d  to the Com m ission’s appointing authorities. She recog nize d  
that a d ults, as well intentione d  as they can b e, are often out of touch with the issues 
fa cing  young  wom en and  g irls. On a personal note, she state d  that she and  her husb a nd  
have four g rand d aug hters and  they re alize the d ifficulties they m ay fa c e, as they g et 
old er. 
 
 
Com m issioner Susana Seg at, Chair 
Massa chusetts Com m ission on the Status of W om en  
Com m issioner Se g at explaine d  what the Com m ission on the Status of W om en is and  
how it functions. Ms. Se g at talke d  a b out the  mission of the Com m ission and  how it 
recog nizes the im portance of this he aring : to listen to and  support g irls and  young  
wom en. She explaine d  that the inform ation g athere d  at the he aring  would  b e  use d  in 
Com m ission work, which includ es com piling a report from  written and  tape d  
testim ony. The report will b e  d istrib ute d  to the Com m ission’s appointing authorities: 
the Governor, the Senate Presid ent, Spe aker of the House and  the Caucus of W om en 
Le g islators. She also explaine d  the ground  rules of the he aring a nd  introd uce d  the 
Com m issioners in attend a nc e. 
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Sum m ary of Testim ony 
 

Sum m aries are based on note takers’ notes from  the m eeting, staff listening  
to the audiocassette recording of the testim ony and written testim ony. 

 
Julia Perez 
Ms. Perez represente d  herself. She talke d  a b out a young  Le b a nese wom an that she m et 
thre e d ays e arlier who inspire d  her. This young  wom an was exceptional in that she 
pursue d  a c are er in a sport tra d itionally not welcom ing  to wom en --- wrestling . As a 
senior at Harvard , she ha d  atte mpte d  to start a g irl’s wrestling  te am  at Ca m b rid g e 
Rind g e and  Latin Hig h School as well as d oing  outrea ch to low-incom e  minority g irls. 
She state d  that young  wom en ne e d  to b e supporte d  in end e avors such as this and  she 
fe els that any young  person willing  to push the lim its in this way d eserves support.  
 
 
And rea Carney 
Boston Gay a nd Lesbia n Ad olescent Socia l Services 
Ms. Carney is 18 ye ars old . She relate d  a story of when she was 15 ye ars old  when she 
stoppe d  e ating  for thre e m onths. At that point in her life, she was d epresse d  and  d id  
not have m a ny friend s to le an on. Her d esire to b e love d  and  a c c epte d  at all costs le d  to 
her to lose 26 pound s when she was alre a d y quite thin. She m a na g e d  to g et throug h a 
very scary tim e. She told  everyone that no m atter what you looke d  like you would  b e 
love d ; you d o not have to stop e ating  or exercise constantly to b e love d . Ms. Carney also 
note d  that if you se e som eone d ieting  like that, they are not d oing  it to b e pretty, they 
are d oing  it so that they can have som e kind  of control.  
 
 
Tracey Rog ers 
Fenway Com munity Hea lth Center 
Ms. Rog ers is a psycholog ist and  rese archer at Fenway Com m unity He alth Center in 
Boston. The  mission of FCHC is to enhanc e the physical and  m ental he alth of the 
com m unity, which includ es the lesb ian, g a y, b isexual, and  transg e nd ere d  com m unities. 
She talke d  a b out a survey d one of 230 wom en serve d  b y the m e ntal he alth d epartm ent 
covering  the last thre e ye ars. All were sexual m inorities: lesb ian, b isexual, or 
transg e nd ere d . The survey reve ale d  that 24%  knew they were g ay b e fore the a g e of 12; 
another 24%  knew b etween the a g es of 12 - 18. That m e ans that a b out 50%  of the 
wom en interviewed  were aware of b e ing  d ifferent, sexually, as g irls. Ms. Rog ers note d  
that ye ars later, these sa m e  wom en are d e a ling  with com ing  out issues m ainly b e c ause 
their ne e d s, at the tim e, were b eing  ig nore d , rejecte d  or d enie d . She conclud e d  b y 
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saying , “Provid ers and  e d uc ators m ust g et e d uc ate d  a b out sexual orientation and  a b out 
ac c epting  d ifferenc e and  re d ucing  stig m a .” 
Written testim ony on file. 
 
 
Liz Salom on 
Fenway Com munity Hea lth Center 
Ms. Salom on is a rese archer and  e d uc ator at Fenway Com m unity He alth Center. She 
has experienc e as a group fa cilitator for g a y and  questioning  youth here in the 
Com m onwealth, as well as Minnesota, Rhod e Island , and  W ashing ton. She state d  that 
there is too m uch silenc e in d iscussing  the lives of young  people who are g ay, lesb ian, 
b isexual, and  transg e nd ere d . Lacking  a  forum  for sa fe exploration, she states m any 
youth strug g le silently with these issues. They m ay b e a cting  out at hom e or at school, 
overcom pensating  b y fitting  into the classic m od el of overa chiever, eng a g ing  in risky 
sexual a ctivity or self-m utilation, d epression, and  suicid a l tend encies. All young  people 
d e a ling  with these issues ne e d  a supportive and  sa fe pla c e to g o where they can fe el 
valid ate d  and  have their stories he ard . 
Written testim ony on file. 
 
 
Shiphrah Rosenb erg 
Hyd e Park Com munity Center 
Miss Rosenb erg  is eleven. She b e lieves that the big g e st prob le m concerning  te ena g e  
g irls tod ay is self-confid enc e and  b od y im a g e. She note d , “One out of every five colle g e 
stud ents has an e ating  d isord er” and  further note d  that m any young  wom en and  g irls 
think they are not thin or pretty enoug h. Most g irls fe el that “Barb ie” is the perfe ct 
wom an. Miss Rosenb erg  fe els that Barb ie d olls are not re alistic and  that m ost g irls 
cannot live up to a perfe ct im a g e that is just not re al. She thinks that te ens try very hard  
to b e som eone they are not, to im press their friend s or b oyfriend s. She state d  that it is 
her m other who has trie d  to help her b e herself and  not try to b e a nyone else. 
Written testim ony on file. 
 
 
Christine Dennison 
Hyd e Park Com munity Center 
Ms. Dennison is the Girls Prog ra m  Coord inator at the Hyd e Park Com m unity Center. 
For the last few ye ars she has worke d  exclusively with g irls in Boston, first at a DSS 
resid ential fa cility, then at a fe m a le DYS d etention unit and  for Boston Com m unity 
Centers. She has also b e e n a b ig  sister and  a m e ntor throug h Roxb ury Youthworks, 
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Incorporate d . She b e lieves that a d equate a fter-school and  m entoring  prog ra ms are 
crucial for g irls’ d evelopm ent and  throug h these prog ra ms, m any of the pressing  issues 
fa cing  g irls in the 21st century could  b e a d d resse d . Ms. Dennison b e lieves that it is 
critical that a d olescent g irls have positive fe m a le role  m od els. Girls ne e d  c aring  a d ults 
that listen and  respect the m. A m entor would  help young  g irls g a in ac c ess to services 
without the involve m e nt of parents; this is crucial particularly around  issues of their 
sexuality, which g irls are often scare d  to talk a b out with parents. Just as it has in her 
own life, Ms. Dennison b e lieves that a fter school prog ra ms can m ake sig nific ant 
d ifferenc e in shaping a g irl’s world . It was her own experienc e in an a fter-school 
prog ra m  that helpe d  her d e cid e to help other young  wom en and  g irls.  
Written testim ony on file. 
 
 
Carla Cam pb ell 
G-Row Boston 
Ms. Ca mpb e ll is a m e m b e r of G-Row Boston. She spoke a b out the ne e d  for a fter school 
prog ra ms for g irls, especially sports. She state d  that, “There is no written rule that says 
a g irl can’t join her school’s hockey, footb a ll or even wrestling  te am .” Very often 
however, m e d ia im a g es, fa cial expressions, and  m ale-ac com m od ate d  equipm ent can 
m ake g irls fe el unwelcom e. She is one of several d iverse fe m a les that m ake up the first 
rowing  te am  in a Boston Pub lic School. Ms. Ca mpb e ll talke d  a b out how the te am  is a 
pione er in a pre d om inately white, m ale sport and  how the wom en’s rowing  te am  at 
Yale University in the 1970’s foug ht for equal rig hts. She note d  that the te am  fa c es 
hard ship in that they ha d  very little fund ing  a nd  they ha d  to b orrow a b oat. They are 
non-profit and  not yet fund e d  b y the Boston Pub lic Schools. Ms. Ca mpb e ll also told  of 
how little recog nition they g et as athletes within the schools. Due to the support that 
they rec eive from  one another, they b e lieve that they cre ate social chang e  throug h 
rowing . 
Written testim ony on file. 
 
 
Laura Rice 
Big Sister Association of Greater Boston 
Ms. Rice is the Director of Prog ra ms at the Big  Sister Association of Gre ater Boston. 
Their m ission is to help g irls re alize their full potential b y provid ing  the m with positive 
m entoring  relationships with wom en. Ms. Rice testifie d  that rese arch reve ale d  that b y 
a g e 11, a young  g irl’s sense of satisfa ction with herself, includ ing  how she looks and  
what she is capa b le of, starts to d e cline. Only 20%  of g irls rea ch a g e 18 with a positive 
sense of self. Ms. Rice b roug ht up four issues of concern: g e nd er equity for g irls, fe m a le 
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stereotyping , le a d ership d evelopm ent, and  m entoring . Girls ne e d  to have the sa m e  
opportunities availa b le to the m as b oys. Also, fe m a les are stereotype d  and  g irls se e this 
throug h various m e d ia outlets. This stereotyping , “pla c es lim its on their [g irls’] a b ilities 
to have confid enc e in the mselves and  to b e successful and  sa fe in the world .” She also 
note d  that le a d ership d evelopm ent and  m entoring  relationships with caring  a d ults 
could  im prove a girl’s attitud e and  help d evelop a strong er sense of self. Ms. Rice 
m entione d  a 1995 stud y that ind ic ate d  that g irls with a b ig  sister or m entor were, “46%  
less likely than the pe ers to start using  d rug s, 27%  less likely than their pe ers to start 
d rinking a lcohol, 52%  less likely than their pe ers to skip school.” 
Written testim ony on file. 
 
 
Juliane Lib erus 
Ca m brid g e Sister’s Progra m  
Miss Lib erus is 14 ye ars old  and  attend s the Fitzg erald  School in Ca m b rid g e. She c am e 
to the he aring  with the Ca m b rid g e Sister’s Prog ra m . She d iscusse d  the prog ra m a nd  
how it rea ches out to g irls a g e 9 - 14. It provid es a sa fe pla c e for all Ca m b rid g e  g irls to 
express the mselves and  le arn from  e a ch other. Miss Lib erus is a m e m b e r of the group’s 
Le a d ership Prog ra m, which is for seventh and  eig hth g ra d ers. They m e et weekly to 
work on d eveloping a nd  streng thening  le a d ership skills. She testifie d  that one concern 
for her and  other g irls of this g e neration is the role the  m e d ia plays in shaping  their 
lives. She fe els that the  m e d ia cre ates a c ertain look and  anyone who d oes not m e et its 
stand ard s is exclud e d  from  the so-calle d  popular g roup and  m a d e fun of. Miss Lib erus 
testifie d  that g irls ne e d  to b e appreciate d  for their interest in sports, not pushe d  away or 
d iscoura g e d . She m e ntione d  that b oys are tre ate d  d ifferently than g irls in the classroom . 
Boys g et special privile g es that g irls d o not, like le aving  class e arly for special events. 
She fe els that we ne e d  m ore prog ra ms that are g e are d  toward s g irls, helping  the m to 
overcom e ob stacles. 
Written testim ony on file. 
 
 
Deb orah Weaver 
Girls LEAP Self-Defense 
Ms. W e aver is here with Girls LEAP (Lifetim e Em powerm ent and  Awareness Prog ra m ) 
Self-De fense. This is a self-d e fense and  e mpowerm ent g roup taug ht b y wom en for g irls. 
It starte d  as a result of Ca m b rid g e resid ents raising  concerns a b out sexual assault in 
neig hb orhood s, sexual harassm ent in schools, and  what was happening  to their 
d aug hters. Orig inally the group went to Ca m b rid g e Police to see what prog ra ms they 
ha d . Ca m b rid g e Police g a ve the group a sm all a m ount of m oney to start their own 
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prog ra m . They now work with g irls in Som erville, Boston, Ca m b rid g e, and  Allston. Ms. 
W e aver testifie d  that they wante d  a prog ra m  that would  “cele brate the powers of g irls” 
and  would  “g ive them a chanc e to practice life skills and  g ive the m support from  young  
wom en who are from  all the various kind s of b a ckg round s that these girls are from .” 
She note d  that they are now working  on a long -term  prog ra m  with g irls calle d  Allianc e 
for Sa fe Girls Initiative. This would  allow g irls to network with other resources. She also 
relaye d  a story from  her experienc e as a fa culty m e m b e r at W ellesley Colle g e. She m et a 
young  wom an ten ye ars a g o who ha d  com m ente d  on her self-d e fense work. The 
wom an said  she ha d  b e en g la d  to se e it on cam pus b ut that she ha d  alre a d y b e e n 
sexually assaulte d  b e fore g oing  to colle g e. She ha d  aske d  Ms. W e aver what she was 
g oing  to d o for g irls; this ha d  a lasting e ffe ct on her. 
 
 
Claud ine Guerrier 
AIDS Action Com m ittee 
Ms. Guerrier is from  AIDS Action Com m itte e and  is a b iling ual c ase m a na g er. She 
would  like to se e m ore social workers hire d  in all pub lic schools. She testifie d  that as an 
HIV case m a na g er, she is lim ite d  to only d iscussing HIV. She se es so m any cases of 
young  wom en and  g irls with HIV. She sug g e sts that la ck of m entoring  is the prob le m . 
Social workers with d iversity experienc e in the schools m ig ht help.  
 
 
V eronique Ib ob okiwe 
Divine Ministries 
Ms. Ib ob okiwe state d  that she is a tireless a d voc ate for the poor, the ne e d y, and  for 
m others on welfare. She fe els that we m ust all serve people to lift the m up. She states 
that we “d are not play politics on b e half of our own child ren.” She state d  la b ors “in the 
interest of hum anity and  b e c ause it is the rig ht thing  to d o.” She b e lieves that we our 
sacrificing  our future in the na m e  of our own job a nd  b re a d  and  b utter. 
 
 
Mery Faial 
Alia nza Hispa na 
Ms. Failal is the Prog ra m M a na g er for Alianza Hispana’s youth d epartm ent. She 
testifie d  on the a fter-school tutoring  prog ra m  that they provid e. It consists of an 
outrea ch worker who works with g irls on issues of self-este em  and  a chieve m e nt. She 
d iscusse d  the ne e d  for support of these prog ra ms, especially for Latino and  Afric an-
Am eric an young  wom en, who are often at the b ottom  of the socioeconom ic la d d er. 
Written testim ony on file. 
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Victoria Alzaped i 
Title IX Advoca cy Progra m  
Ms. Alzape d i is an attorney and  the found er and  Executive Director of the Title IX 
Ad voca cy Project in Boston. Title IX is the fe d eral law that prohib its sex d iscrim ination 
in schools that rec eive any m oney from  the fe d eral g overnm ent, includ ing  a ll pub lic 
and  m ost private schools in Massachusetts. Their m ission is to also focus on Chapter 
622, a state law that d e als with d iscrim ination in schools. Ms. Alzape d i testifie d  that 
even thoug h these laws have existe d  for ye ars, m any g irls still fa c e la ck of opportunity 
and  inequity in school. She state d  that, “som e of the issues we focus on at the project are 
sexual harassm ent, d iscrim ination in school-b ase d  sports prog ra ms, and  pre g na ncy 
d iscrim ination.” 
 
 
Tawnee Marm anillo 
Title IX Advoca cy Progra m  
Miss Marm anillo is 16 ye ars old  and  a Junior at O’Bryant Hig h School. She is a pe er 
le a d er for a project d e aling  specific ally in sexual harassm ent prevention. She testifie d  
that g irls fa c e various types of sexual harassm ent d aily. She m e ntione d  inappropriate 
touching , com m ents and  looks, anti-g a y com m ents and  in extrem e c ases, sexual assault 
or rape. She fe els that these serious prob le ms cause girls to lose self-este em  and  b e com e 
d epresse d , which could  le a d  to suicid e. She b e lieves that stud ents ne e d  to know that 
som eone is there to help the m a nd  that the school will take steps to m ake sure that these 
prob le ms d o not occur. Miss Marm anillo a d d e d  that g e nd er d iscrim ination laws should  
b e e nforce d  in e a ch school.  
 
 
Eunice Charles 
YWCA of M ald en 
Ms. Charles is part of the YW CA of M ald en’s Girls in Action Prog ra m . The girls 
participating  rang e  in a g e from  13 - 17 ye ars old . Ms. Charles b e lieves that this a g e 
g roup is especially vulnera b le to the pressures young  g irls’ fa c e. She state d  that, “we 
are no long er child ren yet we are not yet a d ults.” That m akes the pressures on the m 
re g ard ing  STD’s, d rug s, alcohol, and  sub stanc e a b use a very re al fa ct of life. She also 
state d  that it was d ifficult to find  som eone to talk to and  ask for help. As a m e m b e r of 
the YW CA of M ald en, however, she fe els at hom e. They e m b ra c e d iversity in people 
and  personality. The young  people are taug ht a b out sub stanc e and  tob a cco a b use and  
AIDS; som e of the young  people work there, as well. Ms. Charles b e lieves that working  
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at the YW CA prepares the m for the re al world . She also state d  that she ha d  b e en a 
m e m b e r for the past two and  a half ye ars and  intend s to stay for thre e m ore ye ars.  
Written testim ony on file. 
 
 
Latasha Martin 
YWCA of M ald en 
Ms. Martin represents the YW CA of M ald en. She stresse d  that young  people have m a ny 
pressures on their m ind s. Having  the YW CA is a gre at experienc e for all young  g irls. 
She state d  that it g ives g irls a sa fe pla c e to g o in an environm ent that provid es the m 
with a wid e variety of choices. Ms. Martin stresse d  that it is very im portant to b e 
around  g irls their own a g e a nd  g et an opportunity to e arn m oney. For her, the YW CA is 
a pla c e that tea ches young  g irls m orals and  le a d ership skills and  she fe els this is 
im portant for all g irls. 
Written testim ony on file. 
 
 
Tom inika Johnson and  Ashley Guad alupe 
BHA Com munity Service Departm ent 
Ms. Johnson and  Ms. Gua d a lupe represent the Boston Housing  Authority’s Com m unity 
Service Departm ent. Ms. Johnson testifie d  on the seriousness of violenc e a g a inst wom en 
and  g irls, how it d a m a g e s their self-este em . She fe els that there ne e d s to b e  m ore 
prog ra ms to a d d ress this issue. She also g a ve an exa m ple of a friend , a young  wom an, 
who was se eing  a  young  m a n who took c are of her m aterially b ut was constantly 
a b usive to her. This put a strain on her friend ship with this young  wom an. Ms. Johnson 
state d  that violenc e on TV and  in m ovies, even if fa ke, a ffe cts us all ne g atively. She 
b e lieves that g irls d o not d eserve to b e  a b use d  b e c ause they are girls, that it is foolish to 
think that g irls are powerless. She state d , “Everyone has the sa m e  a m ount of power in 
the m. You just have to use your m ind .” 
 
Ms. Gua d a lupe testifie d  that a b use a g a inst g irls and  wom en not only e ffe cts the m 
physically b ut e m otionally as well. She note d  that low self-este em  le a d s to other 
prob le ms. She would  like to se e a fter-school prog ra ms and  support g roups to help g irls 
g et out of a b usive relationships. Girls ne e d  to und erstand  how young  m en som etim es 
use presents and  g ifts as a m e a ns of control, which le a d s to b ig g e r prob le ms. 
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Jaynele Jean-Pierre 
Dorchester House Tea mwork Progra m  
Miss Je an-Pierre is 17 ye ars old  and  represents the Dorchester House Te am work 
Prog ra m . The a g es of g irls participating are 12 - 17 ye ars old . She testifie d  that they 
d iscuss issues like d rug  a b use and  te en pre g na ncy. She note d  that since b e ing  involve d  
with the prog ra m, she has b e c om e  m ore responsib le and  confid ent. Mod elm aking  is one 
aspect of the prog ra m  that allows the girls to le arn self-d e fense. Miss Je an-Pierre 
b e lieves te en pre g na ncy to b e a crucial issue fa cing  g irls. She attend s school with several 
young  m others who d o not know what they are g oing  to d o with their lives. More 
prog ra ms to assist the m e m otionally would  help. 
 
 
Laurie Rob inson 
O ffice on W om en’s Hea lth 
Ms. Rob inson is the Chairperson on the Wom en’s Task Force on NECON (N ew Eng land  
Coalition on He alth Prom otion and  Dise ase Prevention.) In 1998, the task force took a 
report to the N ew Eng land  Governor’s Conferenc e and  she testifie d  on that report. She 
b e lieves that wom en’s he alth has b e e n re d uce d  to ind ivid ual b od y parts rather than a 
com prehensive lifespan approa ch. Thus, young  wom en’s he alth has b e e n re d uce d  to 
prim arily reprod uctive c are and  whether or not they g et pre g na ncy prevention 
e d uc ation. Ms. Rob inson testifie d  that a young  wom an’s whole b od y, personality, and  
m ental he alth have b e e n ig nore d . Here are som e statistics from  their report: 
??1 in 5 hig h school g irls reporte d  b eing  sexually or physically a b use d  
??1 in 4 g irls reporte d  having  d epression 
??Self-confid enc e and  he alth re a d ing s d e cline d  in hig h school for g irls b ut not for 
b oys 

??Eating  d isord ers have b e e n a particular risk for 1 in 6 g irls in g ra d es 5 - 12 
Ms. Rob inson further state d  that a d olescent g irls were not having  d iscussions with their 
physicians a b out critical he alth issues such as d rug s, alcohol, sm oking , e ating  d isord ers, 
STD’s, pre g na ncy prevention, and  the a buse they m ay experienc e. 
Written testim ony on file. 
 
 
Kim b erly Welsb y and M arilyn Evariste 
Teen Voices  
Miss W elsb y is 15 ye ars old  and  a te en e d itor for Teen Voices m a g a zine. She testifie d  that 
sexism  is a b ig  prob le m  that can occur at hom e, school and  work. She fe els it occurs to 
m ake young  wom en fe el worthless, like their opinions d on’t m atter. She fe els that 
everyone should  b e a b le to voice his or her opinion. She state d  that at work, wom en are 
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usually not tre ate d  equally. At hom e, the father m ay pre fer his son over his d aug hter 
and  at school, tea chers’ fe ar that b oys will snap m ore when ang ry than g irls. Miss 
W elsb y b elieves that g irls who have b e e n d iscrim inate d  a g a inst should  b e allowe d  to 
prove their case to an a d m inistrator and  not have the situation ig nore d . 
 
Miss Evariste is a pe er le a d er for Teen Voices m a g a zine. She testifie d  on the pressures 
young  wom en fa c e tod ay. She talke d  a b out how young  people fe el pressure to conform  
even if it m e ans d oing  thing s they know are wrong . She also note d  that som etim es it is 
d ifficult to g et the help they ne e d . She use d  herself as an exa m ple of not b e ing  a ware of 
prog ra ms availa b le to g irls and  for the ones that she d id  know of, they concentrate d  on 
d a nc e skills or m od eling . Her point is that there ne e d s to b e fund s availa b le to help 
te ens express the mselves. Teen Voices is a re al alternative to the g litzy, fashion-oriente d  
te en m a g a zines that exploit young  people’s insecurities. She also note d  that g irls d o not 
have to b e skinny, they d o not have to b e a c ertain color, just to fe el pretty on the insid e 
or even on the outsid e.  
 
 
V alerie Johnson 
The Ella J. Ba ker House 
Ms. Johnson works with the Departm ent of Youth Services. She c am e to testify on 
b e half of the girls who could  not b e at the he aring , the girls who are locke d  up in a DYS 
fa cility or b a b ysitting . She b e g a n b y noting  that g irls were com ing  into the syste m at an 
e arlier a g e: at 12 and  13 ye ars old . Som e of the m have b e e n a b sent from  school for an 
extend e d  period  of tim e. Many suffere d  from  physical and  sexual a b use. More and  
m ore c aseworkers pre fer hand ling  m a le-oriente d  c aseloa d s rather than the 
overwhelm ing  stresses that com e with cases involving  g irls. Ms. Johnson wants the 
Com m ission to re m e m b e r those girls who are m arg inalize d  the  m ost. She testifie d  
a b out a young  g irl who was sentenc e d  to two ye ars in a fa cility for sta b b ing  her 
b oyfriend  in self-d e fense and  the c ase was tre ate d  as an atte mpte d  m urd er c ase. She 
also fe els that it is im portant for young  g irls to g et in touch with the mselves on a 
spiritual level. 
 
 
Bob b i Leg al and  Janaya Brown 
Girls Inc. of Lynn 
Miss Le g a l is with Girls Inc. of Lynn. She fe els that one thing  that ne e d s to b e chang e d  is 
the way tea chers tea ch. She testifie d  that b oys g et special privile g es and  that tea chers 
assum e that g irls d on’t want to d o the sa m e  thing s as b oys. She fe els that tea chers, in 
g e neral, pay m ore attention to b oys. Miss Le g a l also testifie d  a b out the la ck of a fter-
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school prog ra ms for all g irls. The streng ths of g irls and  young  wom en ne e d  to b e 
encoura g e d . She testifie d  that g irls ne e d  help in hand ling  conflict; that som e girls take 
the e asy way out and  chose to fig ht and  this isn’t rig ht. Miss Le g a l conclud e d , “W e ne e d  
to und erstand  that there’s another way that we can g et throug h thing s.”  
Written testim ony on file. 
 
Miss Brown testifie d  that g irls ne e d  m oral support especially when people put the m 
d own b y telling  the m they will never g et anywhere. She is concerne d  a b out young  
people’s sa fety, especially in school, where g a ng s push kid s around . Ad ults d o not 
b e lieve the m when they say they are hurt or a b out what is g oing  on.  
 
 
Meleni Mhlab a 
Ad olescent W ellness Progra m  
Ms. Mhla b a  represents the Ad olescent W ellness Prog ra m . She testifie d  that the  m e d ia 
plays an im portant role in shaping  how and  what g irls should  look like. She fe els that it 
is critical that young  people are given the a c c ess to m e d ia e d uc ation in classroom s as 
well as a fter-school prog ra ms. Ms. Mhla b a  b e lieves that it is im portant to e d uc ate 
young  people and  have “conscious-raising  financial workshops that tea ch the m to 
purchase thing s responsib ly.” She testifie d  that she also uses the arts as a m e a ns of 
helping  a d olescents g et in touch with their m ind , b od y, and  spirit. Using  d rawing , 
poetry, m usic, and  d a nc e, she is a b le to g et young  people to talk a b out the issues 
relevant to the m. It is also to g et kid s away from  the TV, which som e kid s watch 22 - 28 
hours a week.  
 
 
Kenyatta Saund ers 
Teens N etworking Teens RMSC 
Miss Saund ers represents the Te ens N etworking  Te ens prog ra m . She testifie d  a b out 
how she use d  to run the Multicultural Club at her hig h school. She fa cilitate d  m e eting s 
that includ e d  white, b la ck, Asian, and  others in the school. She re c alle d  that as a 
positive experienc e. She testifie d  that even thoug h we have com e a long  way, we still 
have a ways to g o and  work to d o. She fe els that there are still b arriers, particularly 
b etween b la ck and  white people, especially involving  g irls. She fe els that she represents 
those girls who fe el the way she d oes, b ut d o not spe ak up. Most im portantly, Miss 
Saund ers b e lieves that when som ething  d oes happens, if young  wom en and  g irls ke ep 
quiet then they are d oing  what m en and  society want the m to d o. Just sit still, look 
pretty, have your nails d one and  say nothing . She would  like to chang e  that. 
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Suzi Kim , Karl-Lyd ie Jean-Baptiste and H aim anat N e guse 
Youth Voice Colla b orative 
Ms. Kim  d iscusse d  the Youth Voice Colla b orative. It is a  m e d ia litera cy prog ra m  that is 
d esig ne d  to g ive young  people the tools to think critically a b out the  m e d ia. She testifie d  
that it is im portant to have prog ra ms that d e al with fe m inist issues. She explaine d , “The 
only way to challeng e  myths around  the word  “fe m inism ” is to have g e nd er equita b le 
prog ra ms where m e n also voice their concerns around  issues where wom en are not 
tre ate d  equally as well as m en.” Ms. Kim  fe els that rather than chastising  young  people 
for listening  to artists like Em inem , we should  g ive the m the ne c essary skills to think 
critically a b out what he and  others are saying a nd  where the im a g es are com ing  from . 
 
Miss Je an-Baptiste testifie d  that within the youth prog ra ms there should  b e a le a d er.  
 
Miss N e g use, pe er le a d er with Youth Voice Collective, testifie d  that young  people 
should  b e a b le to b ring  their truths to the prog ra m .  
 
 
Rub ia Reyes 
Latino Hea lth Institute  
Ms. Reyes represents the Latino He alth Institute. She testifie d  that she is concerne d  
a b out d iscrim ination. She c am e to Boston from  the Rio Grand e Valley in Texas, where 
m ost people are Mexic an or Mexic an-Am eric an; com ing  to colle g e in Boston chang e d  
that d yna m ic. She testifie d  that issues of d iscrim ination, particularly a g a inst g irls from  
d ifferent ethnic g roups and  b a ckg round s, m ake it d ifficult to succ e e d . At her colle g e, 
m inorities are so few that when an incid ent d oes happen it is very seld om  d e alt with 
harshly. She talke d  a b out experiencing  ig norant com m ents, and  voc alize d  stereotypes. 
Ms. Reyes also d iscusse d  the ob stacles that young  Latina wom en fa c e g oing  to colle g e. 
She also state d  that she felt racial d iscrim ination was not talke d  a b out enoug h and  that 
there ne e d s to b e  m ore groups to allow that d iscussion to happen. She encoura g e d  the 
Com m ission and  other org a nizations to d iversify. 
 
 
Miriam M essing er 
The City School 
Ms. Messing er testifie d  that The City School b ring s young  wom en and  m en tog ether 
from  a cross racial, class, and  g end er lines. They com e from  pub lic, parochial, and  
private schools. She se es d epression, stress, and  suicid a l thoug hts as som e of the thing s 
that have stood  out in her d e aling s with young  people. She fe els that these fe eling s were 
not ind ivid ual issues, b ut d riven b y racism , sexism , and  hom ophob ia. She told  a story 
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of a young  wom an who felt suicid a l b e c ause she is a lesb ian and  of another young  
wom an who fe els she c annot g o out for fe ar of unwante d  sexual attention. Ms. 
Messing er note d  that a therapist told  one of those girls that she thoug ht too m uch and  
g a ve her a prescription for Prozac, as if that is the solution to these prob le ms. She fe els 
that how we d e al with the und erlying  racism  and  sexism  in m ental he alth issues is also 
connecte d  to the la ck of attention to young  people’s spirit and  culture. 
 
 
Jessica Schoeng old  
Patriots’ Trail Girl Scouts Council 
Ms. Schoeng old  talke d  a b out the innovative prog ra ms that exist und er the Girl Scouts 
um b rella involving  he alth and  wellness, pre g na ncy prevention, and  cre ative expression 
prog ra ms. She talke d  a b out a prog ra m  that she coord inates calle d  Girls Pipeline to 
Power. It helps g irls to b e c om e a ctivists in their com m unities. They also d id  a phone 
survey prior to the last election. They phone d  400 g irls nationwid e and  found  that g irls 
in g irl scouting  prog ra ms were  m ore confid ent, twice as likely to have thoug ht a b out 
running  for a pub lic offic e and  were  m ore likely to run for an ele cte d  position at their 
school or relig ious institution. She conclud e d  b y reiterating  the im portance of g irls’ 
prog ra ms and  listening  to the voices of g irls.  
 
 
Winona Cam pb ell 
Hyd e Park 
Ms. Ca mpb e ll is from Hyd e Park. She c am e with her d aug hter, who spoke e arlier at the 
he aring . Ms. Ca mpb e ll testifie d  that in Hyd e Park, there are several pla c es that young  
people could  g o a fter school b ut end  up hang ing  out on the stre ets. She spoke of how 
she trie d  to g et SAT preparation for her d aug hter at the Boston Pub lic Lib rary, b ut the 
classes availa b le in Boston were all over $1,000. She found  that there were a variety of 
SAT preparation classes for less m oney in the sub urb s. She re m ind e d  all of the  m others 
in the room  to stand  b y their d aug hters. 
 
 
Mary Sm oyer, Presid ent 
W om en’s Herita g e Trail 
Ms. Sm oyer testifie d  a b out the Wom en’s Herita g e Trail, which was found e d  12 ye ars 
a g o to recover the history of Boston wom en. They found  185 wom en who were 
re m arka b le and  thus cre ate d  the Trail. Ms. Sm oyer testifie d  that we ne e d  to look at the 
pub lic spac es around  us. W e ne e d  to look at the na m es of the spac es and  chang e  the 
pub lic im a g e of the m. She note d  that the Fre e d om  Trail has no wom en on it and  the 
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Bla ck History Trail has only two wom en and  they are the wives of m en m entione d  on 
the tour. Tourists that com e to Massachusetts should  se e that wom an have contrib ute d  
to Boston history as m uch as m en. 
 
 
Tess Brown 
Mass Action for W om en  
Ms. Brown spoke a b out Mass Action for W om en’s special project in 1999 - 2000 where 
they worke d  with young  wom en in the gre ater Boston are a. She testifie d  that it was the 
young  wom en who org a nize d  workshops and  they state d  that racial d iscrim ination and  
the ne e d  for g re ater m ulticultural work ne e d  to b e  d one. Te en pre g na ncy, sex, and  pe er 
pressure were issues that cam e out of the workshops. She state d  that it was equally 
im portant to g et m ore wom en involve d  in m e d ia ind ustries and  that all of us should  
support m e d ia that is sensitive to wom en. 
 
 
Trina Jackson 
STAR Progra m  at Casa Myrna Vasquez 
Ms. Jackson testifie d  on the seriousness of d ating  violenc e. She state d  that m any a d ults 
d o not take this issue seriously. Young  wom en talk to one another b ut not to a d ults. 
Groups and  prog ra ms like STAR ne e d  to b e supporte d . She fe els that young  wom en 
d eserve to know the warning  sig ns of an a b usive relationship, to know what a he althy 
relationship is and  the rig ht to choose not to b e in a relationship at all. She testifie d  that 
racism , sexism , hom ophob ia, and  classism  are the root of m any of the issues fa cing  
g irls. She urg es the Com m ission to a d d ress rac e, poverty, child hood  sexual a b use, and  
hom elessness and  to continue to support laws that protect a d olescent victim s of d ating  
violenc e. 
 
 
Heid i Hansb erry and  Em ily Salway 
W ellesley Stud ents Ag ainst Destructive Decisions 
Miss Hansb erry is a Junior at W ellesley Hig h School. Despite the prog ress wom en have 
m a d e in society, she expresse d  concerns a b out the la ck of positive reinforcem ent for 
young  wom en and  their g oals. She note d  that the stress and  pressure to succ e e d  in 
W ellesley is a b und a nt. Very often it is hard  to d e al with d uring  the school ye ar. She 
testifie d  that pressure to succ e e d  ne e d s to b e converte d  into encoura g e m ent. She also 
note d  that her pe ers have turne d  to m ore ne g ative ways of coping  with pressure, 
prim arily b y g etting  d runk on the weekend s. She said , “Drug s and  alcohol should n’t b e 
the only option for stress relie f for hard  working  young  wom en.” She sug g e sts having  
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stress relie f prog ra ms and  opening  sports centers and  coffe ehouses specific ally for 
young  people. Miss Hansb erry b e lieves that hard  working  te ens should  b e reward e d  
and  supporte d .  
 
Ms. Salway is a license d  social worker at W ellesley Hig h School. She testifie d  a b out the 
stresses and  strains that young  people live with as child ren living  in a ffluent, sub urb a n 
are as. She state d  that young  people are either le ft alone at hom e for hours at a tim e or 
are raise d  b y som eone other than their parents. She routinely se es stud ents suffering  
from  e ating  d isord ers and  d epression. A b ig  prob le m, she state d , is that very often she 
c annot a d vise or help stud ents und er 18 without sig ne d  perm ission from  their parents. 
There have b e e n several occ asions where parents have re fuse d  to sig n perm ission slips 
to allow their child ren to g et the help they ne e d . She b e lieves that it m ay b e helpful to 
start parental training  prog ra ms to assist parents in raising  their kid s in tod ay’s world . 
Many parents’ d enial that there is even a prob le m  is what ke eps kid s d epresse d  and  
starving  the mselves. She conclud e d  b y saying  that parents ne e d  support and  ne e d  to 
know that it’s okay to let their kid s have outsid e support. 
 
 
Janet Howell 
Junior Lea gue 
Ms. Howell testifie d  a b out the initiative that the Junior Le a gue b e g a n five ye ars a g o to 
work on the positive d evelopm ent of a d olescent g irls. They starte d  out m entoring a 
hand ful of g irls, with 50 volunte ers at only thre e sites. W hen the project finishe d  last 
June, they ha d  900 g irls at 26 sites. Ms. Howell state d  that throug h the whole process, 
the young  g irls were the te a chers. She conclud e d  b y saying , “Their input on our 
org a nization has b e e n fa ntastic.” 
 
 
Hiland ia N euta-Rend on 
WEEA Equity Resource Center/EDC 
Ms. N euta-Rend on testifie d  that the m a in g oal at EDC is to “e d uc ate the entire nation in 
re g ard s to g e nd er equity.” She also fe els that this d ialog ue  must includ e m e n and  b oys; 
they are a com ponent that cannot b e ig nore d . She applaud e d  those young  wom en who 
b roug ht up racial and  d iversity issues b ut note d  that certain cultures have d ifferent 
concepts of g e nd er equity and  that we ne e d  to b e  m ind ful of this. Ms. Rend on testifie d  
that there should  b e a young  wom an present on the Com m ission to fairly represent 
young  people and  to d iversify at the political level. 
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Jewel Cash and  J. Layla Louis 
Miss Cash and  Miss Louis are b oth 11 ye ars old . They testifie d  on the physical and  
verb a l a b use that they witness everyd ay at school and  on the bus. The d isrespect of 
wom en and  g irls in m usic and  on television d isturb s the m. They jointly d iscusse d  child  
a b use at hom e and  how it a ffe cte d  a friend  they knew, that som etim es this le a d s to 
acting  out at school. They said  that poor b od y im a g e is also a serious prob le m . They 
also recog nize that pe er pressure is powerful. They testifie d  that for som e girls, the only 
a fter-school prog ra m  they have is MTV and  c a b le television. Te en pre g na ncy is a b ig  
issue for young  g irls. Both Miss Cash and  Miss Louis m entione d  that for som e girls, 
having  a  b a b y m e ans that they will have som eone to love and  som eone to love the m 
b a ck and  they d o not re alize the honor and  responsib ility of b e ing  a  m other. 
Written testim ony on file.  
 
 
Janice Guild , Police O fficer 
W ellesley Police Departm ent 
Ms. Guild  was appointe d  to the W e llesley Police Departm ent in 1987, the only fe m a le in 
an all m ale d epartm ent. She testifie d  that d espite the fa ct that law enforcem ent is 
prim arily m ale, fe m a les are g etting  into it. She further state d  that she has b e e n pla c e d  in 
the school syste m a nd  consid ers herself a prevention offic er. Ms. Guild  state d  that she 
tries to e d uc ate young  people in sa fety issues and  d rug  prevention. She b e lieves that 
und erlying a ll of these issues is respect, responsib ility, and  e d uc ation. People have to 
work tog ether and  g et thing s d one. 
 
 
Eric Green 
Youth Voice Colla b orative 
Mr. Gre en testifie d  that he was g la d  to b e at the he aring a nd  g a ve his support to all the 
young  wom en and  g irls there. He fe els that the tim es are chang ing  in a positive way 
and  that the world  is b e c om ing  m ore of an equal one and  less of a  m a le d om inate d  one. 
Despite the fa ct that m any g irls want to b e sing ers or d anc ers, he would  like to se e m ore 
wom en represente d  in b usiness. 
 
 
Jewel Cash, Sr. 
Boston N eighborhood N etwork 
Ms. Cash cam e with her d aug hter, who also spoke at the he aring . She testifie d  that on 
her own, she le arne d  that Boston resid ents could  le arn how to use vid eo equipm ent and  
stud io equipm ent. She le arne d  how to d o that and  now she is a b le to tape the he aring as 
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a result. She testifie d  that it is very im portant to g et these issues out to the pub lic. She 
fe els that everyone  must tea ch the child ren and  that a m e ntor or a role  m od el has 
helpe d  us all. W e  must tea ch young  b oys and  m en the im portance of respecting  wom en.  
 
 
 
 

Ad d itional Written Testim ony 
 
V eronica Burg os 
South Boston 
Miss Burg os is a senior at South Boston Hig h School. Her written testim ony focuses on 
her com m unity, which she fe els “is not a g ood  com m unity.” She writes that her 
com m unity ne e d s help with com m unic ation and  self-este em  for the youth. She explains 
“that is why the m a jority of the m  d on’t know how to say no to any kind  of d rug s.” 
Another prob le m Miss Burg os a d d resse d  in her letter was that of a b use in the hom e, 
particularly the sexual a b use one of her friend s experienc e d  b y her father. 
Written testim ony on file. 
 
 
Cind y Guerrero 
Miss Guerrero is a te ena g er with a child . In her letter she explains that she has b e e n out 
of school for thre e m onths with her child . She enjoys b e ing  around  other te ena g ers with 
child ren. She conclud es b y writing , “W e should  have  m ore help with our kid s, m ore 
support and  m ore und erstand ing . Most of the schools should  have d ayc are.” 
Written testim ony on file. 
 
 
Alisa Lem b erg 
Ca m brid g e 
Miss Le m b e rg  is a hig h school stud ent who writes a b out the social d iscrim ination of 
wom en. She writes: “It has com e to m y attention that pub lic schools not only support 
b ut to som e d e gre e also encoura g e tra d itional g e nd er roles. This can b e  se en in stud ent 
relations, class choices, [and ] the m a nner in which classes are taug ht.” Her letter 
a d d resses those are as of d iscrim ination and  conclud es b y sug g e sting  that tea chers 
participate in sensitivity training  on wom en’s and  g a y and  lesb ian issues. 
Written testim ony on file. 
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Sylvana Mend oza 
Alia nza Hispa na 
Miss Mend oza sub m itte d  written testim ony saying  that she thinks that wom en 
everywhere should  b e proud  of b e ing  wom en b e c ause they have to stand  up for 
the mselves. 
Written testim ony on file. 
 
 
Cristina Noonan 
Boston Gay a nd Lesbia n Ad olescent Socia l Services 
Miss N oonan is a 14-ye ar-old  pe er e d uc ator for Sha d es of Color at the Boston Gay and  
Lesb ian Ad olescent Social Services (GLASS). Her letter expresses her fe eling s a b out 
sexual harassm ent. She writes that “the  m e d ia puts out m essa g es that say it’s okay to 
sexually harass wom en, so people g o on thinking  that it’s norm al and  an okay thing  to 
d o.” She also points out that sexual harassm ent is a painful thing  to experienc e. 
Written testim ony on file. 
 
 
Teasha Purd y 
Boston Gay a nd Lesbia n Ad olescent Socia l Services 
Miss Purd y is a pe er e d uc ator representing  the Sha d es of Color prog ra m at Boston Gay 
and  Lesb ian Ad olescent Social Services (GLASS). She writes a b out the issues fa c e d  b y 
transg e nd ere d  wom en. She explains that “althoug h not b orn b iolog ic ally fe m a le, I d o 
live  my life, I a m  perceive d  as a wom an and  d o live  my life as one d aily.” Specific issues 
Miss Purd y wrote a b out includ e he alth care for transg e nd ere d  ind ivid uals and  
horm one tre atm ent. 
Written testim ony on file. 
 
 
Phoeurth Sao 
Boston Gay a nd Lesbia n Ad olescent Socia l Services 
Miss Sao is a pe er e d uc ator for Boston Gay and  Lesb ian Ad olescent Social Services 
(GLASS). Her written testim ony focuses on issues pertaining  to sex workers and  
prostitution. She “strong ly encoura g e [s] the pub lic to support wom en, whether [they] 
want to b e a sex worker or not.” She b e lieves that the “g overnm ent should  not interfere 
on what wom en want to d o with their b od [ies]. W ho can say no? Only the m.” Miss Sao 
end e d  her testim ony b y noting  that she would  like to see wom en of color e d uc ate d  and  
rec eive a c c ess to he alth care clinics. 
Written testim ony on file. 
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Tristan Sm ith 
Boston Gay a nd Lesbia n Ad olescent Socia l Services 
Mr. Sm ith is a pe er e d uc ator representing  the Sha d es of Color prog ra m at Boston Gay 
and  Lesb ian Ad olescent Social Services (GLASS). He writes: “There are so m any issues 
that a ffe ct the fe m a le population ne g atively. Us m en d on’t appreciate wom en as m uch 
and  when we d o a cknowle d g e the fe m a les we tend  to b e offensive.” His letter g oes on 
to a d d ress the way wom en are perceive d  b e c ause of the clothing  they wear. He thinks 
that wom en should  not b e jud g e d  b a se d  on their clothing  b e c ause “everyone, not only 
wom en, have the rig ht to we ar what they want.” 
Written testim ony on file. 
 
 
Desm ond  Sm ith-Payne 
Boston Gay a nd Lesbia n Ad olescent Socia l Services 
Miss Sm ith-Payne is a pe er e d uc ator for Boston Gay and  Lesb ian Ad olescent Social 
Services’ (GLASS) Sha d es of Color prog ra m . She sub m itte d  written testim ony a b out the 
issue of d om estic violenc e. She quote d  from  ColorLines that “50%  of wom en will b e 
b a ttere d  b y their spouse/partner.” This statistic d isturb s Miss Sm ith-Payne and  she 
sug g e sts that tea ching  people a b out violenc e at a young er a g e m ig ht help. 
Written testim ony on file. 
 
 
Bonita Walker 
Boston Gay a nd Lesbia n Ad olescent Socia l Services 
Miss W a lker wrote that she is a 17-ye ar-old  b la ck fe m a le representing  the Boston Gay 
and  Lesb ian Ad olescent Social Services (GLASS). Her testim ony a d d resses the issue of 
the “perfe ct wom an” stereotype that wom en are “literally killing  the mselves to 
b e c om e.” She writes that “this stereotype varies with d ifferent cultures, b ut I know as a 
b la ck young  wom an the d e m a nd  for m e to have a big  ass, he althy chest with a mple 
intellig e nc e, b ut never to exc e e d  that of a  m a n, is just the b are  minim um  to b e 
consid ere d  attractive.” She further wrote that the m essa g e is confusing a nd  unre alistic 
and  often le a d s to e ating  d isord ers. Miss W a lker se es chang ing  the  m e d ia as one 
solution. 
Written testim ony on file. 
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Issue Board s 
 

????  
 

Participants were invited to write anonym ous com m ents on post-it notes and  
stick them  to the appropriate Issue Board during the hearing.  

 
 
Girls’ Issues 
 
??Te en pre g na ncy, d rug  a b use and  hom elessness 
??Sexual harassm ent a g a inst g irls 
??Find ing  a  trustworthy a d ult to talk to 
??De al with b oys with “authority” attitud es over g irls 
??Everything  from  politics to b oys 
 
Health Care 
 
??Making  sure d octors know what they are d oing  
??Te en Pre g na ncy prevention, awareness a b out b irth control, STD’s 
??Having a c c ess to annual exa m s 
 
Child  Care 
 
??Planning  for the future from  the d ay child ren are b orn 
 
O ther 
 
??More, young er wom en of color on com m ission 
??Find  ways to includ e g irls in DSS custod y 
??Concerns over e ating  d isord ers, self-m utilation, provid ing  parental training  
 


